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Clerical, Office, Technical staff approves wage freeze
In an historic vote, Grand Valley’s support staff
voted overwhelmingly to join the rest of the
university’s employees in a wage freeze, giving
up a raise scheduled for October 1, the last year
of a three-year contract.
The university’s Clerical, Office, and Technical
Association, represented by the MEA, voted
to ratify the tentative agreement union leaders
had reached with Grand Valley’s administration. The COTA represents 353 employees at
Grand Valley; 263 members voted and the vote
was 240-22 with one abstention.
“I have never been more proud to be a member
of COTA,” Coreen Pelton, chair of the union’s
bargaining committee said. “I think this vote
showed such a generosity of spirit, and people
looking beyond their immediate needs to support our students. This vote was an honorable
moment.”

employees who are willing
to sacrifice financially to
benefit students,” Student
Senate President Jarrett
Martus said. “This is
another confirmation that
Grand Valley is a unique
university.”
COTA was the only bargaining unit on campus in
the position of being in the
middle of a contract when
the pay freeze for other
employees was implemented. Had they not voted to
open the contract and make
this change, the university
would have been obligated
to pay the 3 percent raise.
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Coreen Pelton, left, and Michele Golightly are part of the Clerical, Office, and
Technical Association’s leadership team. The union’s members approved a
wage freeze in the middle of a contract.

Pelton said that members voted for the change
because they want to support the university
and the students, a message the students have
already received.

In an unprecedented move
at Grand Valley, and perhaps in the state, the membership voted to join
their colleagues in a university-wide pay freeze,
giving up the scheduled increase.

“It’s incredible to attend a university that has

The original agreement would have expired

September 30, 2011. The new agreement ratified September 21 initiates the wage freeze for
the current year, calls for a 2 percent raise in
October 2011, with increases in 2012 and 2013
contingent upon what is happening with other
employees at the university.

Across Campus
Announcement set for
proposed Seidman
building
Grand Valley will make a major announcement
Wednesday, October 6, regarding the new L.
William Seidman building for the Seidman
College of Business in downtown Grand Rapids.
The event will acknowledge community support for the building, which will be named in
honor of Grand Valley’s founding trustee.
At the site of the proposed building, 38
Front Avenue, remarks will be made by Rich
DeVos, general chairman of the Grand Valley
University Foundation; President Thomas J.
Haas; Doug DeVos and David Frey, co-chairs
of the building campaign Shares in a Common
Future; and Tom Seidman, son of the late Bill
Seidman.
The academic profile of Seidman students is

now within the top two business schools in
the state. The leading-edge facility will allow
the Seidman College of Business to continue
to recruit and retain creative and talented
students and faculty, and increase classroom
space to better serve students. It will also be a
front door for the business community, allowing for expansion in programs and resources
for business.
H. James Williams, dean of the Seidman
College, said the building will provide a stateof-the-art business education center, benefiting
students and the region. “We will be able to
admit additional students and further support Seidman’s role in economic development
throughout the state,” he said.
The Seidman College of Business has outgrown
its shared space in the DeVos Center. It serves
3,000 undergraduate students and 400 graduate students. SCB has nearly 200 faculty and
staff members.

A CD set showcases music from both carillon towers.

Carillon CD set
celebrates anniversary
Music from Grand Valley’s carillon tower is
often part of a visit to either the Allendale or
Pew Grand Rapids campuses. Some of that
music has now been preserved in a two-CD set
produced by music professor Mark Williams,
a year in the making as part of the university’s
50th anniversary celebration.
continues on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1
The CD, “A Carillon Celebration on the Cook Carillon,” includes a special
piece commissioned for Grand Valley’s anniversary: “Suite IV,” composed
by the late John Courter, from Berea College in Kentucky. Courter passed
away prior to his planned guest performance at Grand Valley’s Summer
Carillon Series.

Enjoying Freezer Fest

“This was the last piece John composed,” said Julianne Vanden
Wyngaard, university carillonneur and organizer of the annual series. “I
performed the piece in Chicago in June, at the Guild of Carillonneurs
conference, and it was performed in his honor at Berea College in
August.”
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Human Resources staff members
Melonie Bates and Scott
Richardson enjoy a treat at
Freezer Fest, a event organized
by University Development to
recognize people who contributed
to the success of the 2009-2010
Faculty and Staff Campaign.
More than 1,200 faculty and staff
members gave a financial gift this
past year. Looking on at left is
Kristin Linscott, Alumni Leadership
Giving Officer.

Vanden Wyngaard performs all of the music on both CDs. The Cook
Carillon CD also has a sprinkling of folk tunes as well as classical carillon
music. The Beckering Family Carillon CD, “A Carillon Holiday” features
Christmas and holiday music. Both CDs include a performance of Grand
Valley’s Alma Mater, “Hail to Thee Grand Valley,” composed in the late
1960s by Arthur C. Hills, Grand Valley’s first fine arts faculty member.
The CD cost $16 and is available at Grand Valley’s University Bookstore
or online at www.ubs.gvsu.edu by clicking on the link to 50th anniversary
gift items.

Students can SPARKLE at Fieldhouse
Students, faculty and staff members can now spin their own useable,
electric energy by using the SPARKLE bike at the Fieldhouse.
SPARKLE (Spinning Physical and Renewable Kinetic Living Energy) is a
project spearheaded by John Kilbourne, professor of movement science.
The Department of Movement Science worked with the Kennedy School
of Engineering to install the trek bike, motor and battery pack.
Kilbourne said the project uses human motion on an exercise bike to
enhance health and fitness while producing usable electric energy.
“Students can charge things like their cell phones, computers or iPods
while they exercise,” said Kilbourne. “The goal is to educate young people
on the importance of fitness, health and renewable energy.”

FORUM

Volume 35, Number 6
The GVSU Forum is published by the News
and Information Services Office. The submission
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication items
to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o forum@gvsu.edu.
Telephone: 616-331-2221. Fax: 616-331-2250.
Faculty and staff members can find an online
“Sketches” submission form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/forum.
News and Information Services Staff:
Mary Eilleen Lyon, assistant vice president
Sherry Bouwman, NIS assistant
Dottie Barnes, communications specialist
Michele Coffill, communications specialist
Mary Isca Pirkola, communications specialist
Leah Zuber, communications specialist
Bernadine Carey Tucker, photography manager
Elizabeth Lienau, photography coordinator
Amanda Pitts, photographer
Sarah Schultz, student writer
Kevin Virant, student writer
Other publications by the News and Information
Services Office include:
Grand Valley Magazine, which is published
quarterly for the university community. Visit its
website at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine.
Visit Grand Valley’s online publication, GVNow, at
www.gvsu.edu/gvnow, for daily news updates and
video features.
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative action/equal
opportunity institution.

Policy on political activity
available online
As the 2010 election season begins, faculty and staff members may chose
to be involved in campaign efforts for candidates or ballot questions on
their own time.
Because Grand Valley is a public body, the Michigan Campaign Finance
Act regulates political activities of public bodies, such as state universities and their employees. For details on the university’s Political Activity
Policy visit the Grand Valley Manual website, www.gvsu.edu/gvmanual,
and click on “Political Activity Policy.”

GVFaces
Salvatore Alaimo
Assistant Professor of Public,
Nonprofit and Health
Administration
Salvatore Alaimo has a passion for philanthropy
and wants to share his insights with others.
Since 2008, he has been working as the
executive producer on a national documentary
to help spread the concept of giving.
Alaimo said “What is Philanthropy?”
will be produced for educational use. It
will also be shown at film festivals, on
public television stations and in K-12,
college and university classrooms.
“Those outside the world of philanthropy
don’t fully understand its role in American
society,” he said. “I wanted to create
a visual medium to bring attention to
how important philanthropy is.”
He has interviewed Sen. Charles Grassley of
Iowa, actor Mike Farrell and others for the
documentary. Through this experience, Alaimo
said he has learned that our perspectives on
philanthropy are shaped by our life experiences.
“The wide variety of their amazing stories of
how and why they give to help others or meet
a need in society is very rewarding,” he said.
Although the documentary has taken him coast
to coast, Alaimo said Grand Valley is a big part

of his project.
The School of
Public, Nonprofit
and Health
Administration;
Johnson Center
for Philanthropy;
James Schaub,
an adjunct
professor of
communications;
and WGVU-TV
have contributed
talents, skills
and resources.

Salvatore Alaimo

Originally from New Jersey, Alaimo earned a
bachelor’s degree from Ramapo State College
in business administration. After eight years
in corporate business, a workshop at the
Georgia Center for Nonprofits led him to
pursue a master’s degree in urban studies with
a nonprofit administration concentration at
Georgia State University. During this time
he worked for local nonprofits including the
United Way of Metropolitan Atlanta and the
Girl Scout Council of Northwest Georgia.
Alaimo teaches courses in nonprofit
administration and occasionally works
with the Johnson Center for Philanthropy.
More about “What is Philanthropy?”
at www.whatisphilanthropy.org.
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What’s Ahead
HOMERathon3:, all-night
performance of Iliad
The earliest work of Western literature, the
Iliad, is widely acknowledged as a masterpiece,
recounting the
struggles within
the Greek armies
besieging the
fabled city of
Troy. Hundreds
of students at
Grand Valley
study the
Homeric epics
every year, with
a unique
The marathon reading of Iliad will
opportunity
begin at 4 p.m. Tuesday.
added two
years ago.
To experience these poems, the Department
of Classics will present H3: HOMERathon3,
a non-stop, all-night performance on
Homer’s Iliad. H3 begins at 4 p.m. on
Tuesday, October 5, at the Cook-DeWitt
Center, and continues throughout the
night and into Wednesday morning. The
event is free and open to the public.
Acclaimed poet and translator Stanley
Lombardo will reprise his appearances in
both of the preceding HOMERathons by
concluding the poem and the event with his
performance of his own celebrated translation,
which will be featured throughout the event.
The event is made possible through the
generous support of Provost Gayle R. Davis,
Dean Fred Antczak of the College of Liberal
Arts and Sciences, Dean of Students Bart
Merkle and Dean Wendy Wenner of the
Brooks College of Interdisciplinary Studies.
Details are online at www.gvsu.edu/classics.

Fireside Chat
meetings begin
The first in a series of Fireside Chats will
be held Wednesday, October 6, at noon
in the Kirkhof Center, room 1142.
Fireside Chats are sponsored by the
Women’s Commission as a way for diverse
campus women to meet and share stories
about their cultures and families. The
informal meetings support the university’s
values of inclusion and equity. Meetings
are scheduled bi-monthly and participants
are encouraged to bring their lunches.
Register by sending an e-mail to the Women’s
Center at womenctr@gvsu.edu and include
“Fireside Chats” in the subject line. The
series is co-sponsored by the Women’s
Center and Positive Black Women.

Counseling Center
recognizes depression
screening day

Center, Student Services Building and
North C Living Center. Details are available
online at www.gvsu.edu/counsel, click on
“Upcoming Events.” For more information,
call the Counseling Center at x13266.

College and Western Theological Seminary.

Alumna to read at
Writers Series

Safi will also give a lecture on Friday, October
8, sponsored by the Hauenstein Center
for Presidential Studies. “Not the Axis of
Evil: Reforming Islam in Contemporary
Iran,” will begin at 8 a.m. in the Meijer
Regency Room, DeVos Center. For more
information, contact the Hauenstein Center
at x12770 or visit www.allpresidents.org.

Suzanne Rivecca, 2001 graduate of Grand
Valley, is the next author to present
during the GVSU Writers Series.
The New York Times Book Review recently
listed her book of short stories, Death is
Not an Option, as an Editor’s Choice. She
will discuss “What GVSU Meant to Me,” on
Thursday, October 7, from 2:30-3:45 p.m., in the
Kirkhof Center, rooms 2215/2216. The event
is open to the public with free admission.
Rivecca’s fiction has received a Pushcart Prize,
National Endowment for the Arts fellowship
and Wallace Stegner Fellowship from Stanford.
For more information on the GVSU Writers
Series, contact Austin Bunn at x13601.

Information sessions
begin for open
enrollment
Numerous group presentations and individual
sessions are scheduled to help benefit-eligible
faculty and staff members who have questions
about the changes in Grand Valley’s medical
plans.
Group presentations will begin Thursday,
October 7, at noon in the Kirkhof Center,
room 2263. The presentations will continue
through October 22. Benefits staff members
will be available for one-on-one sessions
October 7-22. Call x12220 to make an
appointment; walk-ins will be accepted
on a first-come, first-serve basis.
View the presentation schedule online at
www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness and click
on the Open Enrollment button. Open
enrollment runs October 26-November 10;
all benefit-eligible faculty and staff members
are required to complete the process.

Consortium, Kaufman
institute present Safi
The West Michigan Academic Consortium,
in collaboration with the Kaufman Interfaith
Institute, will host Omid Safi as the 2010
Academic Consortium Conference keynote
speaker on Thursday, October 7, in the Prince
Conference Center, at Calvin College.
Safi, professor of religious studies at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill, is also the chair for the Study of Islam
at the American Academy of Religion,
the largest international organization
devoted to the study of religion.

The Counseling and Career Development
Center will participate in National
Depression Screening Day on Thursday,
October 7, at various sites on campus.

The conference, “Islam Beyond the Headlines,”
will feature Safi’s two keynote addresses, in the
morning and evening. All events are open to the
public with free admission. An optional lunch
and dinner will be available for a nominal fee.

Counselors will be available for confidential
screenings in the Kirkhof Center, Kleiner
Commons, DeVos Center, Center for
Health Sciences, Campus Recreation

The West Michigan Academic Consortium
consists of Aquinas College, Calvin College,
Calvin Theological Seminary, Cornerstone
University, Grand Valley, Hope College, Kuyper

Conference details and online registration
are available at www.interfaith-mi.org, or by
calling P. Douglas Kindschi, director, at x15702.

Film series examines
human cost of conflicts
A film series at Grand Valley and Calvin College
will examine the human cost of conflicts in
Palestine, Iraq and Afghanistan. The series
was organized by David Alvarez, associate
professor of English, working with others
involved with Healing Children of Conflict,
a volunteer-based group in Grand Rapids.
Learn more at healingchildrenofconflict.org.
Films at Grand Valley are scheduled for 7 p.m.
Wednesdays, in Lake Huron Hall, room 132.
The October 6 film will be “Occupation 101.”

Civil War focus of history
conference keynotes
The 35th Annual Great Lakes History
Conference, sponsored by Grand Valley, will
take place on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus
October 8-9. Dozens of panelists will offer
insights on the theme, “Civil Wars in Domestic
and Global Context: Conflict and Resolution
from the Battlefield to the Home Front,”
including two distinguished keynote speakers.
Eric Foner, professor of history at Columbia
University, will provide the conference’s
opening keynote address, “The Fruits of
Victory: Ulysses S. Grant and the Legacy
of the Civil War,” on Friday at 7:30 p.m. at
Loosemore Auditorium, DeVos Center.
Brooks D. Simpson will provide a keynote
address at the Eberhard Center on Saturday
at 11:45 a.m. Simpson, who is professor
of history at Arizona State University,
will speak on “The Fiery Trial: Abraham
Lincoln and the American Slavery.”
Visit www.gvsu.edu/history for
complete event information.

Departments sponsor
Columbus Day events
Several Grand Valley departments
are sponsoring events centered on
“Rethinking Columbus: Discover the
American Indian Perspective.”
The program on Monday, October 11, will
include video clips, theatrical re-enactment of
Columbus’ arrival and a panel discussion. It will
be presented at noon in Loosemore Auditorium,
DeVos Center, and at 4 p.m. in Louis
Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center.
The program is sponsored by Inclusion and
Equity, Continuing Education, Anthropology,
School of Communications and the Native
American Student Association. For more
information, contact Dee Ann Sherwood
at x15034 or sherwood@gvsu.edu.
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General Events
Mon., Oct. 4
4-7 p.m.: Flu Shot Clinic. GVSU Family
Health Center, 72 Sheldon Blvd. Call 9880878 for information.
7 p.m.: Latin American Studies Event.
“Buganbilia.” Loosemore Auditorium,
DEV. Call x18110 for information.

Tues., Oct. 5
10 a.m.-2 p.m.: Flu Shot Clinic. 331 CHS.
Noon: Health and Wellness Center Divorce
Discussion Group. 0042 KC. Call x12215
for information.
Noon: Health and Wellness Session:
Forgiving at Work and Home for a
Happier and Healthier You. 202E DEV.
Call x12215 for information.
1 p.m.: FTLC Workshop: Finding Digital
Media to Enhance Teaching & Learning.
111 HRY. Call x13498 for information.
1 p.m.: FTLC Webinar. Critical Thinking:
Designing Instructional Strategies to
Promote Critical Thought. 1142 KC.
5:30 p.m.: Career Services Workshop. Career
Planning for Veterans. 204 STU. Call
x13311 for information.
7 p.m.: Muskegon Leadership Event with
Robert Scolnik. Muskegon Center. Call
(231) 777-0505 for information.

Wed., Oct. 6
Noon: Arts at Noon Series. Chamber
Orchestra Kremlin. CDC. Call x13484 for
information.
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2259 KC.

Visit www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for
information.
Noon: Women’s Center Fireside Chat. 1142
KC. Call x12748 for information.
3 p.m.: Human Resources Excellence Series.
Bias Incident Protocol Training. 2266 KC.
Call x12215 for information.

Thurs., Oct. 7
7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters.
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/toastmasters for information.
10 a.m.: FTLC Workshop. Understanding
Study Abroad Transfer Credit. 2201 KC.
10 a.m.-2 p.m.: Flu Shot Clinic. Upper
Lobby FH. Call 988-0878 for information.
Noon: Kaufman Interfaith Institute
Conference. “Islam Beyond the
Headlines.” Calvin College. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/interfaith for information.
Noon: Disability Awareness Month presents speaker Glenn Anderson. CDC. Call
x12490 for more information.
2:30 p.m.: Writer’s Series Presents Suzanne
Rivecca. 2215/16 KC. Call x13601 for
information.

Fri., Oct. 8
7:30 a.m.: Hauenstein Center hosts “Not
the ‘Axis of Evil:’ Reforming Islam in a
Contemporary Iran,” by Omid Safi. 102E
DEV. Call x12770 for information.
10 a.m.: FTLC Workshop. Collaborative
Learning. 2201 KC.
Noon: FTLC Workshop. Finding Digital
Media to Enhance Teaching & Learning.
205A DEV.
2 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival Bard to Go
Performance. CDC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
shakes for information.
3 p.m.: FTLC Workshop. Collaborative
Learning. 202E DEV.
7:30 p.m.: Great Lakes History Conference
keynote address by Eric Foner. Loosemore
Auditorium, DEV. Call x13298 for more
information.
7:30 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival Performance.
“As You Like It.” LAT, PAC. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/shakes for information.

Sat., Oct. 9
All day: History Department hosts Great
Lakes History Conference. EC.

1 p.m.: Human Resources Excellence Series.
Success Toolkit: Best Practices. 123 CHS.

10 a.m.: Shakespeare Festival Renaissance
Faire. Cook Carillon Tower.

4 p.m.: Hispanic Heritage Month Event.
Mexican Folkloric Dance Night, followed
by presentation, “Doing Business in
Mexico,” by Carol Sanchez. 215 EC. Call
x12177 for information.

2 and 7:30p.m.: Shakespeare Festival
Performance. “As You Like It.” LAT,
PAC.

4:30 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival Greenshow.
Cook Carillon Tower. Visit www.gvsu.
edu/shakes for information.
7:30 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival Performance.
“As You Like It.” Visit www.gvsu.edu/
shakes for information.

Sun., Oct. 10
10 a.m.: Shakespeare Festival Renaissance
Faire. Cook Carillon Tower.
2 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival Performance.
“As You Like It.” LAT, PAC.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Roger Moiles, affiliate professor of political
science, was interviewed by WOOD-AM for a
story about the Republican Pledge to America.

Sketches
John Koches, associate research scientist at the
Annis Water Resources Institute, moderated
a session, “Saving the Great Lakes,” and gave
a presentation, “Climate Change Implications
for the Muskegon River Watershed,” at the

GreenTown Conference held at the Eberhard
Center.
Jeanine Beasley, associate professor of
occupational therapy, gave presentations,
“Outcome Based Hand Splinting,” at the
American Occupational Therapy Association
Conference in Orlando, Florida; “Challenging
Hand Conditions for Health Dimensions
Rehabilitation,” in St. Paul, Minnesota;
“Orthotics for the Stiff Hand,” at the University
of Wisconsin, Milwaukee; and “Splinting the
Stiff Wrist,” at the American Society of Hand
Therapists Conference, in Orlando, Florida.

Jim Goode, professor of history, wrote an
article, “Archaeology and Politics in Iraq: From
the British Mandate to Saddam Hussein,” published in Assyrian Reliefs from the Palace of
Ashurnasirpal II: A Cultural Biography.
Jason Crouthamel, associate professor of history, wrote a book chapter, “Traumatisierte
Verteranen des ersten Weltkrieges und ihr
Kampf um Anerkennung im Dritten Reich,”
published in Krieg und Psychiatrie, 1914-1950.

